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feature.    The official teachers of the Hegelian school, he declared, were bent only on obtaining positions  for  themselves  by an appearance   of supporting    Christian   dogma;    and    they   resented   openness  on  the part of any one else. Yet on one side he  maintained that his  own pessimism was more truly Christian than their optimism.    The essential spirit of Christianity is that of Brahmanism  and Buddhism., the great religions that sprang from India, the first home of our race.    He is even inclined to see in it traces of Indian influence.    What vitiates It in his eyes is the Jewish element, which finds its expression in the flat modern ' Protestant-rationalistic optimism.'     As   optimistic religions,  he groups   together  Judaism,  Islam,  and   Grseco-Eoman   Polytheism.    His   antipathy,   however, only extends to the two former.    He was himself in great part a child of Humanism and of the eighteenth century, rejoicing over the approaching downfall of all the faiths, and holding that a weak religion (entirely different from those lie admires) is favourable to civilisation.    Nothing can exceed his scorn for nearly everything that characterised  the Middle Ages.   With Catholicism as a political system he has no sympathy whatever; while on the religious side the Pro-8